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RESOLUTION OF 20 MARCH 2026, OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MARÍA DE 

MAEZTU PROJECT, AWARDING THE 2026 CALL FOR GRANTS OF THE “MARÍA 

DE MAEZTU OUTBOUND FELLOWSHIPS” 

 

Purpose of the Call: 

María de Maeztu Mobility Grants- Outbound Fellowships 

The IMB-CNM María de Maeztu Mobility Grants supports early-career researchers 

who wish to strengthen their scientific and technical skills by temporarily joining an 

international research centre. During their stay, fellows will acquire innovative 

instrumental or methodological techniques directly related to — or complementary 

with — their ongoing research projects. The program also seeks to foster an 

understanding of the working environments and research realities of other countries. 

A total of eight fellowships will be offered (four in 2026 and four in 2027), providing 

young researchers with the opportunity to experience diverse research settings and 

open new pathways for the next stage of their career development. 

At the institutional level, the program aims to promote international research 

exchanges with leading technology-intensive institutions worldwide and to 

establish or strengthen promising scientific collaborations. 

 

Eligible applicants: 

➢ Applicants must be PhD students or postdoctoral researchers with IMB-

CNM as their primary affiliation. 

➢ The host institution must be located outside Spain. 

➢ Applicants without specific funding for external stays in their current 

grants or contracts will be given priority. 

➢ Only one fellowship per research group will be awarded in each call. 

 

Application Process: 

Applicants should fill a form and submit a complete and signed application by email 

to talent@imb-cnm.csic.es, indicating in the subject line: 

Application for María de Maeztu Mobility Grants – Outbound Fellowship. 

 
• Deadline for 2026 call: 28 February 2026 

• Deadline for 2027 call: 28 February 2027 

 

Applications must include the following documents: 

1. Curriculum Vitae, including publications, conference presentations, and 

awards/fellowships. 

2. Letter of acceptance from the host institution, specifying start and end 

dates and the purpose of the stay. 

3. Proposed research project. 
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4. Motivation letter (maximum two pages) addressing: 

o Complementarity between the applicant’s profile and that of the host 
centre. 

o How the short stay will help achieve the research project’s objectives. 

o Expected outcomes. 
o Contribution of the research objectives to the Institute’s strategic 

research programme. 
o How the hosting institution will contribute to the internationalisation 

of the IMB-CNM, particularly regarding the applicant’s research 
group. 

o Whether this is the first collaboration with the host organisation or a 
continuation of an existing one. 

 

Selection Process: 

 

Fellows will be selected based on merit, considering: 

• The applicant’s qualifications. 

• The research excellence of the proposed project. 

• The international reputation of the host institution. 

• The added value of the proposed activities to the IMB-CNM. 

Before the start of the stay, a collaboration agreement must be signed between 

the IMB-CNM and the host institution. 

 

Reporting and Dissemination Requirements: 

 

At the conclusion of the fellowship period, beneficiaries shall be required to submit 

a final research report detailing the activities carried out and the results achieved. 

 

Furthermore, beneficiaries must provide an official certificate issued by the host 

institution attesting to the completion of the research stay, explicitly stating the 

start and end dates thereof. 

 

Fellows will also be invited to present their research results and experiences 

at IMB-CNM dissemination and communication events, contributing to the visibility 

and outreach of the María de Maeztu Unit of Excellence. 

 

Funding and duration: 

• Duration: 1 to 3 months. 

• Each fellowship provides up to €5,000 in financial support. 

• Applicants without other travel funding will be given priority. 
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Resolution of the Call 

Within the framework of the María de Maeztu Programme, the regulatory bases 

governing the awarding of grants to support research stays for IMB-CNM doctoral 

students and postdoctoral researchers were established. These grants aim to 

enhance their scientific and technical skills through short-term research stays at 

international institutions 

For the 2026 call of this outbound programme, a total of four (4) grants were 

foreseen. 

In accordance with these regulations, the applications submitted have been 

evaluated by an Evaluation Committee composed of: 

• Chair: Director of the María de Maeztu Project 

• Members: Three guarantors of the María de Maeztu Project 

• Secretary: Project Manager of the María de Maeztu Project (non-voting) 

 

The members of the Committee were selected in order to avoid any conflicts of 

interest with the applicants. 

The evaluation of the 9 candidates was carried out in accordance with the 

established assessment criteria, with a maximum score of 100 points distributed 

across the following aspects: 

• Quality of the proposed research project 

• Quality of the host environment and supervision 

• Strategic alignment 

• Curriculum vitae of the applicant 
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RESOLVES 

First. To award the grants corresponding to the 2026 call for the “María de Maeztu 

Outbound Fellowships” to the candidates listed in Annex I of this Resolution. 

Second. To reject the remaining applications on the grounds of failure to provide 

mandatory documentation, failure to reach the required minimum score, or 

insufficient available funding. 

Tirth. The awarding of the grants is subject to compliance with the conditions 

established in the regulatory bases of the call. 

 

 

ANNEX I 

List of successful candidates for the 2026 call of the “María de Maeztu Outbound 

Fellowships” 

The grants are awarded to the following candidates: 

• Felipe Eduardo Zamorano 

• Marcos Duque 

• Gabriele Petitto 

• Vadim Nikitin 

 

 

 

Barcelona, 20 March 2026 

 

             Luis Fonseca 

Director of the María de Maeztu Unit of Excellence 

IMB-CNM (CSIC) 
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